TSE COUNTESS DE LA MOTTE.

this woman. What a delight for the secret enemies
of the throne ! What scandals they concocted! The
Valois slandering the Bourbons; the two families
engaged in the same trial; the adulteries of Henri II.
punished in his illegitimate progeny; what an irony
of fate ! what a prologue of the Revolution !

Jeanne de Saint-Remy de Valois, Countess de La
Motte, was born at Fontette (Aube), July 22, 1756.
She was the second child of Jacques de Saint-Remy
de Valois, and descended in the seventh generation
from Henri de Saint-Remy, son of Henri II., King
of France, and of Nicole de Savigny, Lady de Saint-
Remy, de Fontette, du Ch&telier, and de Noez. In
spite of its illustrious origin, this family had long
been extremely poor. One of its members made
answer to Louis XIII., who asked him what he was
doing at his estate, " Sire, I am only doing what I
should do." Later the true meaning of this seem-
ingly haughty reply came out, when it was discov
ered that this descendant of the Valois was making,
on his estate, counterfeit money wherewith to pay
his numerous creditors.

The father of Madame de La Motte was sunk in
the deepest misery. He had married the daughter
of the concierge of his Fontette house, by whom he
had four children, one son and three daughters. He
died in a hospital in 1762. A charitable lady, the
Marchioness of Boulainvilliers, took charge of the
children, sent the boy to a naval school, and the girls
to a boarding-school at Passy. - Their genealogy was